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President:   Air Commodore Bob Joseph CBE BSc RAF (Retd)

Chairman: Air Commodore Stephen Skinner RAF (Retd)

Secretary:  Wing Commander Derek Straw MRAeS MRIN RAF (Retd)

Life Vice President: AVM David Emmerson CBE AFC RAF (Retd)

(e) derek.straw@which.net                                                                         Old Dominion House

                                                                                                                    Kent End

                                                                                                                    Ashton Keynes

(t) 01285-869437                                                                                        Wiltshire SN6 6PU

Dear Members,

The observant among you will have spotted a change to the letterhead. Steve Skinner has kindly agreed to become our Chairman as Stu Butler stands down. We are indebted to Stu who championed the cause for the re-instatement of the 206 nameplate while serving at MoD and who has provided much encouragement and plentiful advice to myself and the Association for six years. Stu felt that his very busy professional life was adversely affecting his ability to serve the Association and so is taking a back seat – for now! On behalf of the Association Stu, our grateful thanks. I know that we will continue to see Stu and Linda at many more reunions and lunches.

This letter contains an account of the recent Reunion and the minutes of the AGM, some ‘parish notices’ and several dates for your diaries including a flier for the next get-together - the Autumn Lunch. Several articles range on topics from current times – the end of Nimrod MR2 - back to 1939. I hope you enjoy reading them.

January was the time for subscription renewal for those paying annual rates. Some are still outstanding. At £7 a year (held for over six years despite inflation!) it is a small cost to keep in touch with colleagues and to support the Association. If you are in doubt about your debt, please contact the secretary who will advise. While on the topic of payments, may I remind everybody that any payments for Association memorabilia, reunions or lunches can be made to ‘The 206 Squadron Association’ only. Cheques payable to me, may show great trust, but are not accepted by the Association’s bank!

 When I started drafting this newsletter I estimated I had only 8 pages of material. It has since ballooned to 12 and much more  material has been postponed till the December edition. I trust that you all find something of interest in this ‘bumper’ edition.

Have a happy BBQ Summer

Derek Straw

Annual Reunion Weekend – 2010 

Many thanks to nearly 60 members and guests who travelled to Wootton Bassett in late April for the annual reunion and AGM. The weather was perfect for the activity packed weekend. So well done to those who travelled so far (prize for distance goes to Peter Giles from Comox, Vanxouver Island), and to those who beat the volcanic clouds. [image: image3.jpg]



Starting on Friday afternoon there was a guided tour of the Bristol Aero Collection at Kemble. Then more members gathered in time for a Meet ‘n’ Greet at the Marsh Farm Hotel, our base for the weekend.  The Hotel’s Glasshouse restaurant did well to pack the majority of us in for an evening meal after we had overwhelmed the slightly small bar. On Saturday we were hosted at RAF Lyneham by Sqn Ldr Garbutt and Flt Lt Holland. They started with an illuminating welcome briefing. We learned what a wide range of activities and aircraft 206R covered.  The Nimrod MR2 had just been stood down as a ‘defence saving measure’. Thus it was with mixed feelings that we learned of the long range SAR role now carried out by the Hercules force, as if they had not got enough on their tasking plate! The briefing also took one’s memory back to the days of Coastal’s airborne lifeboat (Warwick, Shackleton)as we saw video of a Hercules launching a rigid inflatable boat. I guess the wheel keeps turning? We were allowed to view the air display Vulcan in its current ‘home’ as it undergoes maintenance to prepare it for the coming display season. We also had a guided  [image: image4.jpg]
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tour of a C-130J aircraft which displayed an ASR lindholme kit as well as smoke markers that looked very familiar. A trip to the C-130 simulator allowed some to brush away those flying cobwebs in a state of the art machine. Might need some more practise on that air-air refuelling bit though! Lunch was taken in the Lyneham Officers’ Mess. This was a busy and well-organised visit; we were most grateful to ‘B’ Flight personnel for their (Saturday) time and trouble. Following the Lyneham  trip there was just time to grab a cuppa before the AGM. The minutes of which are later in the newletter. The dinner on the Saturday evening was presided over by Bob Joseph who introduced Wg Cdr Simon Seymour-Dale, the new OC 206R Squadron. It was a pleasure to welcome the new ‘boss’ and two of the Squadron pilots and their wives. The decision to hold the reunion at Wootton Bassett was vindicated if only to allow the presence of these very busy officers at the reunion. Unfortunately for Simon S-D, at least two of his ex (Nimrod) squadron commanders were able to furnish details of his youthful time as a ‘lad’ on 206 at Kinloss. 
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It seemed that everybody enjoyed their time in Wiltshire and it was heartening to see a sprinkling of new faces. Next year’s reunion will obviously have to be a ‘cracker’ to beat this one. The secretary is keen to gather new ideas for the next gathering, especially on the venue and to some extent the format. Please keep your ideas flowing in and make a note now of the dates for next year: 15-17 April. 
More Dates for Your Diaries
21 July 2010 at 1800 – Movies in the Crypt of St Clement Danes (Concorde & Timepiece) **

13 October 2010 at 1800 – Movies in the Crypt of St Clement Danes (“Experiences in England” & “Maximum Effort” ) **

13 November 2010 - 206 Squadron Association Autumn Lunch – See Flier at end of this letter.

15-17 April 2011  - 206 Squadron Association Reunion & AGM – Venue & Programme TBD

9-12 June 2011 – VP International 45th Reunion – CFB Greenwood, Nova Scotia – see VPI website

12 November 2011 – Provisional date for 206 Squadron Autumn Lunch – Details  TBC

** Entry by complementary ticket only, limited availablity from St Clement Danes (fund@scd-raf.org) or 020 7242 8282.

Farewells & Welcome

With sadness we say farewell to the following Members of the Association whose passing has been notified since the last newsletter. RIP and sincere condolences to the Next of Kin. 

Flt Lt Vic Reynolds     WOP/ Hudsons/ 1941-42     died in Stoke 9 January 2010 

Flt Lt Don Bryan          On Squadron 1941-44         died 11 January 2010 

William Smith             AEO/ Shacks & Nimrods/ 1959-62 & 1982-83     died Newquay 9 January 2010 

Jack Bury                    WOP/ Fortress & Liberator/ 1943-45      died 10 May 2009     

Flt Lt David Rostron    Pilot/ Shacks & Nimrods/ 1969-73          died Newquay 20 February 2010           

Mrs Jan Rostron          wife of David                                           died Newquay 10 April 2010              

The Association warmly welcomes the following new member:

Michael Fielding          Nimrod AEOp                 1973-78 & 1992-93

End of Nimrod MR2 Era 
By now everybody will be well aware that the UK and RAF does not have a front line Maritime Patrol capability. On 31 March 2010 the Nimrod MR2 force was stood down. Apparently as a cost saving! This lack of an MPA force does leave the UK with an “operational capability gap”, to quote several uniformed pundits. It certainly does!! No doubt the hard pressed Hercules force was delighted to assume the role of SAR as they transition to the 130J. So it must be assumed that there is no imminent ASW threat (shades of history repeating itself?) nor a pressing need for any Maritime Surveillance. As the news of the Nimrod MR2’s demise hit (crept into?) the newspaper headlines, I received from the Royal Institute of Navigation my copy of their April Journal.. The very first article it carried was titled 

‘Piracy at Sea: Somalia an Area of Great Concern’. Of course we have all read the lurid headlines of kidnapping and extorton  generated from that area - but how quickly they fade as ‘news’. The RIN article was at pains to point out what an industry this piratical area has produced, and that “air surveillance is crucial to success … to provide an overview of certain areas that would take much longer to cover by sea”. Well nothing new in that statement. What a shame our MoD and Foreign Office could not see the virtues of Nimrod MR2 capabilities in this role? But then, with the reported human rights of pirates, and rules of engagement that did not seem to allow much engagement, perhaps appeasement is best after all? 

After 40 years of hard work and sterling service, from unsung tasks, to high profile roles, from routine boredom to tragic finales, the Nimrod force has witnessed it all. It is a small pleasure to learn that several of the airframes will be passed on to museums and that a few of those will remain in “ working condition” for taxi-ing demonstrations. Let us hope that the Cold War Museum at Cosford takes this opportunity to remedy the glaring omission in it’s stable – A Maritime Patrol Aircraft. 
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Other reported recipients of Nimrods include: Yorkshire Air Museum, Elvington (XV250), Air Atlantique Classic Flight/ Airbase at Coventry (XV232), Aviation Viewing Park, Manchester Airport (XV231), Shawbury or Cosford (?) (XV255) and perhaps Carlisle (XV229). Of course, as previously reported XV240 stands as gate guard at RAF Kinloss. Sadly, the remaining fleet will be broken up. 

Good luck to all personnel at Kinloss awaiting the Nimrod MRA4 and an earnest hope that all that simulator flying will be worth the  effort with the new aircraft’s arrival. Fingers crossed that despite the small numbers, it does arrive to take up some slack in our maritime capability gap.

As part of the ‘End of Era’, Kinloss personnel have sponsored several ‘souvenir’ items: I have copies available of the Nimrod Outline Drawing depicting all marks of Nimrod and the units that flew them; I have also copies of a Magazine produced to celebrate the MR2. All proceeds of the sales went to charities: notably ‘Help for Heroes’ and local to Kinloss good causes. Both Outline Drawing and Magazine (see below) can be purchased from the Secretary at £10 each (inc p&p) with proceeds going to Association funds. A painting of the MR2 in action near Rockall is also being 

auctioned online – see www.nimrodhelpforheroes.com  - unfortunately the ‘206’ numbered copy had been sold before I learned of the painting’s existence.  
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From the demise of the latest, and arguably the greatest, I turn to the re-birth of an aircraft from a more sedate (rugged?) era of flying: the restoration of an Anson Mk1. (Article from June ‘Aeroplane’)

[image: image11.jpg]RESTORATION PROJECTS

AFTER EIGHT YEARS' work in his hangar
near Nelson, New Zealand, Bill Reid and
his team are close to completeing the
restoration of Avro Anson Mk | MH120,
which will be the world's only airworthy
early-model example of the World War
Two transport/trainer. It has been
restored as K6183 of No 206 Squadron,
RAF Coastal Command.

Bill acquired the Anson from Airworld
at Wangaratta, Victoria, Australia, in
2002. “We have restored it to original
military configuration,” he says, “with an
original AW38 gun turret, ‘bump’
cowlings, radios, a complete navigator's
station, bombsight, bomb bays and
100lb anti-submarine bombs. The first
Cheetah X engine has completed its
test-running and is now on the aircraft,
and rebuild of the second engine is
under way. We are hoping it will debut
at the Omaka show at Easter 2011".

Once the Anson is flying, the team

ABOVE Avro Anson MH120/°K6183", in 206 Sqn Coastal
Command colours, outside Bill Reid’s hangar near Nelson.
The project has received assistance from the RAF Museum,
Imperial War Museum, Air Atlantique and the Shuttleworth
Collection. RIGHT The first Cheetah IX engine being run-up.





The Forgotten Few

[image: image12.jpg]RIGHT The crew
of 206 Sqn
Lockheed
Hudson 179303
climbaboard for
asortiefrom
Bircham Newton.
Thisaircraftwent
missingona
reconnaissance
sortieon October
16,1940.





Professor Ian Donald 

[image: image13.jpg]NDOUBTEDLY the best known

Queen Mum'’s medic was Professor

lan Donald, pioneer of obstetric
ultrasound.

Born in Cornwall in 1910, Ian Donald came from a
family of doctors. His family moved to South Africa
where both his parents died, leaving a teenage lan
Donald with responsibility for his younger brother
and sisters.

Always interested in inventing, or what he
described as “a continuing childish interestin
machines, electronic and otherwise”, he developed
an interest in radar and sonar during WWIT when
he served with distinction as a medical officer in the
RAF.

In 1954 he moved to Scotland, appointed as
Glasgow University’s Regius Chair of Midwifery.

By the following year, he had realised that the
‘machune that dockyard workers were using to detect.
cracks in the hull of a submarine could be used to
detect tumours. Working with Tom Brown, a gifted
engineer, he developed a portable machine that
could be used on patients.





Jim Hood kindly sent me a copy of the Mar/ Apr issue of ‘The Greater Glasgow & Clyde NHS Health News’ from which the above photos and article was gathered. Jim Hood made the comment when he sent the newspaper that Ian Donald was “held in the highest esteem by his peers”. A sentiment clearly reflected in the article.

It just goes to show that the tentacles of 206 Squadron and it’s personnel spread far, wide and long.

PS. Remember those wonderful far off days when hospitals had matrons? 
Darwin Parliament Display 
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Book Reviews
Seeking new books of interest is a bit like waiting for London buses: a bunch of them arrive at all once. These last few months have seen just such an arrival with a rush of new titles that have whetted my appetite and interests.  I mention a few that may be of interest to our membership. 

First to mention was a donation to the Association: an autobiography by Wg Cdr Ray Parkin RAAF retd. Thirty Years Down the Arse End  – The Saga of One Aircrew Other Than Pilot, has been privately printed in a limited edition. Ray very kindly donated a copy to the Association which is now in my library and available to anybody who may wish to borrow it. The biography covers Ray’s flying training as a WOP/ AG in Canada, Coastal OTU in the Bahamas (on Dave Richards crew), 206 Squadron training and operations at Aldergrove and Leuchars,  RAAF flying in Catalinas and Neptunes, and his exchange tour as a commissioned AEOp on 201 Squadron Shackletons & Nimrods at St Mawgan and Kinloss - and much more. Ray’s flying covered a wide spread of aircraft and he had rear crew experience of many brevets over several decades. It’s a highly personal story told warts and all. His favourite aeroplane? The PB2B2 Catalina, “being the only aircraft that I could fish from”. 

Another enjoyable read has been Derek Empson’s (Gp Capt RAF retd) Sunderland Over Far Eastern Seas, an account of his time on 205 Squadron Sunderlands. The author will be well remembered by many Coastal and 18 Gp operators with names in the text that are almost my contemporaries! George Chesworth (AVM, ex COS 18 Gp) states in the foreword that the book “will allow the reader to understand why the (Sunderland) crews were pleased and proud to be ‘boatmen’”. I guess we all had a hankering as wannabe ‘boatmen’ at some time? 

Although not a book I purchased, I did see advertised Devotion to Duty – Far East Flying & Survival with 62 Sqn RAF. It’s review caught my eye because the author, Harley Boxall, served time on 206 Squadron in 1937 on Ansons at Bircham Newton before joining 62 Squadron (Blenheims). I don’t suppose there is anybody from the membership who might recall Harley? 

An article in the Daily Telegraph (20 Mar) carried a story of the surrender of U-Boats at Loch Eriboll from 10 May1945.  Perhaps some our readers may have memories of those momentous days of
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victory? Naught Escapes Us suggests that some of you may have been involved in the final rounding up of German U-Boats. . Can anybody supply an anecdote?  This is an interesting read but very ’naval-centric’ with very little evidence offered about the part played by Coastal crews. David Hird’s book: The Grey Wolves of Eriboll is available from Amazon for less than £17 a copy.

The latest ‘London Bus’ to arrive is Robert Stitt’s book – The Boeing B-17 in RAF Coastal Command Service. MMP Books at www.mmpbooks.biz  is now selling it at £25 a copy but it appears that orders can be made online only. For those interested but have no access to online purchasing please call the Secretary. It has been an eagerly awaited book which has much input from our membership. Robert Stitt is also looking at the possibility of producing prints from some of the incidents and  illustrations from the book. The December Newsletter will carry more information about the prints as well as a more in depth revue of the book.  
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Before starting to update you on news from the squadron, may I first thank everybody for such an excellent evening at the reunion on 24 April?  You all made Lucy and I feel very welcome.  It reminded me of my formative years on the squadron: tears, laughter, interviews with Bob Joseph…

Squadron life continues to be busy, although some parts of the squadron are busier than others.  B Flight at Lyneham is busiest.  Trials on the Hercules continue apace in support of operations in Afghanistan.  In addition to that, there is much work to ensure that the newer J-model is ready to take on all of the roles of the outgoing K-model before it retires.  In particular, we have an ongoing programme of flight trials to ensure that the special forces capability is maintained through the transition. 

Closer to maritime hearts, the beleaguered Nimrod MRA4 continues to struggle its way into service.  Here at Boscombe, the squadron and QinetiQ are putting a lot of effort into drafting our recommendations for Release To Service.  This is not easy because so much was cut from the test programme in an attempt to save money that there is often not the evidence required to give the clearances.  As a result the aircraft will be pretty limited in its early days and, as ever with these things, it will cost more in the long run to get the capability to the front-line.  This is frustrating: first, because the test pilots said this would happen; second, because the aircraft will get a bad press despite having a lot of potential.

We also have a test pilot and a flight engineer embedded with Marshall’s Aerospace working on a cockpit upgrade to the Tristar.  This has involved installing a new Flight Management Computer and digital screens to replace the old dials.  Trouble is, making the new digital stuff work with the old analogue stuff is horribly difficult (as we discovered on the MRA4).  This is, of course, good news for the test pilot, who has plenty of interesting problems to sort out.

I’m at risk of twittering on too long and the sun is shining and there’s a Hawk waiting for me to fly it.  It only remains for me to wish you a long and hot summer.  I look forward to seeing you at the next reunion.

Yours aye, 

Wing Commander S-D

 OC 206(R) Squadron.

MINUTES OF THE 20th ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE 206 SQUADRON ASSOCIATION HELD AT MARSH FARM HOTEL, WOOTTON BASSETT,  24 APRIL 2010
Present: Air Cdre Bob Joseph RAF Retd                                   Acting Chairman

               Wg Cdr Derek Straw RAF Retd                                  Sec/ Treas

               plus 24 other Members of the Association as listed below.

Apologies received: AVM Stu Butler RAF Retd plus those listed below.
ITEM 1. WELCOME & APOLOGIES 

The President, as acting Chairman, welcomed those present. He offered the Chairman’s apologies and explained that he had been called abroad at short notice.

ITEM 2, MINUTES OF THE 18th AGM
The minutes of the 19th AGM held at The Park Inn, York were agreed without amendment. 

Proposed by: Tony Wyatt             Seconded by: David Fellowes     Carried unanimously

ITEM 3. MATTERS ARISING

There were no matters arising. 

ITEM 4. APPROVAL OF THE ACCOUNTS FOR 2008

The Sec/ Treas presented the 2009 accounts. He stated that the Association was solvent with  £7310 on deposit at the end of 2009. It was pointed out that the Dec 09 Newsletter costs were not covered by the 2009 accounts due to late publication in Jan 10. If they were taken into account it would be seen that a small operating loss was made in 2009. This trend continued the 2008 loss and is likely to continue due to the twin pressures of increasing newsletter costs (postage, printing), and reducing income(low interest on account, fewer members paying annual subs, and reduced history book sales). It was suggested that to avoid increasing annual subs or profiting on memorabilia, matters would be helped by more recruiting, and greater use of the internet to distribute newsletters. Acceptance was proposed.

Proposed by: John Ingamells                 Seconded by: David Emmerson   Carried unanimously

ITEM 5. RE-ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN & SECRETARY
As Derek Straw offered himself for re-election and was unopposed, he was unanimously re-elected. The current Chairman, Stu Butler, while available for re-election, had expressed misgivings over his ability to do justice to the post as his work required frequent and short notice trips overseas. With the short notice to canvass other candidates as Chairman, it was decided to elect Stu as Chairman pro tem, and to allow the Chair to be more widely advertised before the next AGM, unless a volunteer came forward in the meantime. 

Proposed by: Geoff North                     Seconded by: Bob Joseph       Carried Unanimously

(Post Meeting Note: Air Cdre Stephen Skinner RAF Retd graciously agreed to step into the Chairman’s post with immediate effect.The post will be ratified formally at the 2011 AGM.) 

ITEM 6. 206R UPDATE

This item was deferred until the evening dinner as OC 206R was unable to be present at the AGM.

ITEM 7. SOCIAL PROGRAMME

a. November Lunch.  The Secretary reminded the meeting that the autumn lunch will be at the Farmers’ Club, London on 13 November 2010. Full details would be published by flier in the June 2010 newsletter. (Note: The Chief Executive of the Farmers’ Club is our new Chairman – Steve Skinner.) 

b. 2011 Weekend Reunion & AGM. To avoid Bank Holidays in Apr/ May 2011, the Sec proposed that the next reunion and AGM would be 15-17 April 2011. The venue will be detailed in the Dec 2010 newsletter; ideas would be welcomed by the Secretary.
c. Coventry Airport – Shackleton Visit.  A visit to Coventry Airport was proposed to see, and hear, the Mk2 AEW Shackleton. Such a visit would depend upon adequate support and the Secretary agreed to look at possibilities. (Post AGM note: Perhaps there would be a double attraction with a ‘working’ Nimrod at Air Atlantiqe/ Airbase to look at as well.)
ITEM 8. CONSTITUTION CHANGES

The Secretary pointed out that the current Constitution defines Association Members as ex- 206 Squadron personnel. It allows for ‘Associate Membership’ after a proposal by four members and then an AGM vote. It was proposed to amend the Constitution to allow Associate Membership on the recommendation of any single member to the committee. A full amendment will be published in the next newsletter for formal acceptance at the next AGM. In the meantime it was proposed that recruitment of ‘Associate Members’ should go ahead. Subscription rates would the same for as Life and Annual Membership; the decision on any AGM voting rights was deferred for further discussion.

ITEM 9. PLAQUE ‘DOWN UNDER’

The Sec reported that a replacement Squadron Plaque for that lost at the Northern Territories Parliament, dedicated to Gp Capt ‘Moth’ Eaton, had been safely delivered to Darwin. The plaque was kindly donated by Stu Butler. It was to be re-installed with due ceremony on ANZAC day – 25 April 2010. (Note: See article on page 6 of this newsletter.)

ITEM 10. FRIENDS OF ST CLEMENT DANES

The Sec reported that St Clement Danes had offered tickets for film showings at the Church. These films were rarely seen, archive films produced during WWII. The dates would be detailed in the newsletter with details of how to obtain tickets.

ITEM 11. END OF NIMROD MR2 ERA

The Sec reported that the Nimrod MR2 was to be prematurely withdrawn from service. To commemorate this event and it’s service several items of memorabilia were available from RAF Kinloss, but the Sec has small stocks of a multi Nimrod type line drawing, and copies of the end of era magazine. On line bidding for an oil painting was also underway (see www.nimrodprints.com  The President had been able to attend a dinner to commemorate the end of Nimrod MR2 at RAF Kinloss and reported that it was a well attended and emotional evening. 

ITEM 12. BOOKS

The Sec reported that Ted Nelson was the latest author in our ranks and his book ‘A Survivor’s Tale’ was available and could be signed by the author. Sec also reported that Robert Stitt’s book on the ‘B-17 in RAF Coastal Command Service’ was still eagerly awaited from the publisher whose website states that it is “forthcoming”. 

AOB

David Fellowes kindly proposed a vote of thanks to the committee for their work on behalf of the Association. This was unanimously agreed for which the committee express their profound thanks.

There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting.

Note: After the AGM, John Lowe kindly gave a presentation about the website he has developed as a tribute to his grand-father, Ken Bass, who flew on 206 Squadron during WWII. John’s website – www.coastalcommand206.com - has mushroomed with information from Association members as well as many others from 206’s past or related to those on 206. This is the website on which it is hoped to develope a forum for the Association as well as an online archive for newsletters. 
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NOVEMBER LUNCH – AUTUMN 2010 
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What?        Autumn Lunch 2010

Where?      The Farmers Club, Whitehall Ct, London

When?        1200 for 1300 on Saturday 13 November 2010

Who?          206 Squadron Association Members,

206R Squadron Personnel, ex 206 Squadron Personnel & Guests

Cost?          £35 per person, including wine

Dress?          Jacket & Tie

$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$

If you wish to attend the above function please send the following information to the Secretary (address on 1st page of letter) together with a cheque for £35 pp (payable to ‘The 206 Squadron Association’ ).

Name(s): ………………………………………………………………..

Payment enclosed: ……………………………………………………

Responses are requested by 15 September 2010
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Air Commodore Stephen Skinner, our new Association Chairman, is Chief Executive of the Club and it is with his kind permission that we are able to sample the delights of the Farmers Club.

The Club is well situated in central London, close to major National Rail and London Underground stations. It is near to the London Eye and other prominent attractions that might tempt the post prandial palate.

There will be a cash bar available from 1200; lunch will be served at 1300.

$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$
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Part of the crowded mix of exhibits at the Bristol Aero Collection at Kemble.


Who can identify each of the aircraft in this picture? And which one is currently ‘flown’ by 206R?


Prizes for correct answers to be awarded at 2011 Reunion!





I am grateful to Keith Taylor for this photo of XV 226 arriving at Bruntingthorpe in Leicestershire recently. It will join the ‘Cold War Jets Collection’ and reportedly be kept in ‘running order’. It’s about as far from the sea as you can get in UK, but I am sure 226 will provide much pleasure for more generations to come.





VX-B K6183 was lost on an anti submarine sweep near the Dutch coast on 5 September 1939.  How wonderful to see its memory resurrected by this restoration. Hopefully we can find an Association rep who will be able to photograph the flight at Omaka. Anybody with this side number in their logbook? 





The article described the research completed by David Hird to give a more complete picture of the surrender of the ‘Grey Wolves’ at the end of WW II. At the time it was suggested that only 2-3 boats had surrendered at Eriboll; Hird’s story suggests up to 22 were involved. This was described as “the biggest single gathering of the German submarine fleet in the world”. Explosives and weapons were dumped in Eriboll before the subs were re-routed to other anchorages such as Lochalsh. Operation DEADLIGHT then saw the subs scuttled in deep Atlantic waters off Lisahally, Northern Ireland or Loch Ryan off the west coast of Scotland.





Some of our Members will recall that Ian Donald was the 206 Squadron medical officer at Benbecula during 1943-45.


 I had understood that Ian’s ideas for sonic ultrascan, developed for medical purposes, stemmed from his introduction to sonobuoy technology, then in it’s infancy on 206 Squadron? The article attributes development to his seeing an ultrasound crack detector in use on a submarine hull. Whatever the story, it was still an interesting and vital spin off from military technology.





The photo (left) shows the display in tribute  to Gp Capt ‘Moth’ Eaton. He was on 206 Squadron during WW I and was to became a double  escapee. Moth went on to become an Australian aviation hero, WW II RAAF flyer and diplomat.





The display is in the Parliament Building in Darwin, Northern Territories, Australia. The replacement  206 Squadron plaque, kindly donated by Stu Butler, can be seen at top left. (cf with ‘Naught Escapes Us’ page 235.)





No 206R Squadron Update





Simon Seymour-Dale





Wing Commander





Officer Commanding





As the ’Few’ are rightly remembered in this 70th anniversary year, it was heartening to read in the July issue of Aeroplane an article by Michael Bowyer extolling the work of the “Forgotten Few” of Coastal Command. He says “The heroism of Coastal Command crews in WWII receives scant attention, and their contribution to winning the BoB is often overlooked, and sometimes ignored altogether”. The article ends: “Fighter Command gets all the glory, but it was Coastal that was the most ubiquitous of the RAF’s Commands during the Battle of Britain”. The article is a neat summary of CC’s start to WWII, with sentiments we all echo. 


(Opp: a 206 Sqn crew board Hudson T9303 from Bircham Newton. The aircraft was lost on operations on 16 Oct 40.)











