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President:   Air Commodore Bob Joseph CBE BSc RAF (Retd)

Chairman: Air Commodore Stu Butler RAF

Secretary:  Wing Commander Derek Straw MRAeS MRIN RAF (Retd)

Life Vice Presidents: Mrs Alix Donald & AVM David Emmerson CBE AFC RAF (Retd)

(e) derek.straw@which.net                                                    Old Dominion House

                                                                                               Kent End

                                                                                               Ashton Keynes

(t) 01285-869437                                                                   Wiltshire SN6 6PU

Dear Association Members,

Thank you to everybody who has taken the trouble to make contact either by letter, email or telephone. The news, anecdotes and snippets are much appreciated. In particular I was pleased to receive a copy of ‘A War History of 206 Squadron’ from Mrs Joan Paine whose husband was CO in 1954. Do keep the news and views flowing in to us. 

It has been a fairly busy summer for Association affairs. Whether it is answering queries about past members & colleagues, selling the history book, attending other Coastal-oriented reunions or researching various articles and books of interest. Some of the articles that follow reflect and connect these varied strands.

The 2006 Reunion details are included and the committee looks forward to seeing as many members as are able to attend. It would have been the Squadron’s 90th birthday but of course it was not to be. But it is hoped still to enjoy a memorable get together. The Reunion will include our AGM; any items for the agenda should be passed to the secretary by mid April next year. Please note that the venue for the Reunion has been changed since a notice was published in the latest ‘Constant Endeavour’ (CCMAA Newsletter); the change was forced by circumstances that were not of my making! So pass the word to all your ex Coastal colleagues, whether 206 or not. The weekend and Dinner are open to all ex Coastal Command operators. Have a mini reunion under the 206 Umbrella.

Included with this letter is the latest Association membership list that may be helpful to all. Do get in touch if any of your details are incorrect or not up to date. I have minimized personal data while retaining the usefulness of the list. I trust that nobody is offended at having his or her hometown revealed! Some may notice an occasional,small anomaly with the alphabetic order of names: there was a small glitch between my computer and the printer!! But be assured that everybody is listed.

On behalf of our Committee may I thank you all for your continued support. May we all enjoy a Happy Christmas and a Healthy & Prosperous New Year.

Very Best Wishes,

Derek Straw

Reunion 2006
The next Reunion & AGM will be held 12-14 May 2006. The venue hotel is the Horwood House Conference Centre, in the village of Little Horwood in Bucks. The weekend will follow our now familiar pattern: Friday evening will be an informal ‘meet n greet’ with own arrangements for supper; on Saturday there will be a guided tour of Bletchley Park; late Saturday pm we will hold the AGM; Saturday evening will be a formal Dinner leaving Sunday clear. Bletchley Park will be familiar to all for its wartime code breaking and in particular the cracking of the enigma codes. Our tour will be tailored to meet our timescale and interest in the anti U-Boat Battle. A coach to Bletchley will be organised and lunchtime refreshments will be available at the Manor. Exact timings will be promulgated nearer the weekend.

For those who prefer to organise their own entertainment the local area has many attractions: Woburn Abbey, Cardington, Old Warden & the Shuttleworth Collection, to name a few. Nearby is the market town of Buckingham and larger centres such as Milton Keynes. The village is convenient for both M1 or M40 approaches, or via the lovely rural lanes of Bucks, Oxon, etc. The nearest main line station is Milton Keynes, but Bletchley Station is a mere 10 minutes from the hotel.

We have invited Group Captain Chris Birks, the Kinloss Station Commander, to be our Guest at dinner on Saturday. Of course, we hope that he will sing for his supper and give us an update on maritime air affairs direct from the front line. A Raffle and/or auction will be held to round off the evening; any prizes or auction items will be gratefully received.

At the request of the hotel there will be a change in our reservation procedure. Reservations for the hotel, formal dinner, and Bletchley visit should be made directly with the Secretary. No need to contact the hotel in person. I will update the hotel on our needs and feed-back to members any information necessary. The hotel rate is based on ‘Bed & Breakfast’. Additional charges will be for the formal dinner on Saturday and dinner drinks. Attendees will pay own accommodation costs and extras at check out. At the back of this letter is a flier with full details of costs & options. Please return the flier to the Secretary if you intend to attend. Remember, attendance is open all ex Coastal Command personnel, whether Association or not (excepting AGM!).

------------------------------------------------------------

Cri de Coeur

Thank you to those members who responded to Sally Cooke’s call for information about her father the former 206 CO, Wing Commander Humphrey Desmond Cooke. Also, thanks go to Sally for the update from her recent trip to Germany to view her father’s grave for the first time. She has recently returned to live in England after a lifetime abroad and decided the time was ripe to find out more about her long lost father. The anecdotes passed to her and the short account of her father’s tenure of the Squadron contained in ‘Naught Escapes Us’ have helped to fill some gaps. She expresses her grateful thanks to all who helped her.

Wing Commander Cooke had only just taken over command of 206 Squadron when he and a number of other 206 crews were detached from Aldergrove to Donna Nook to support a Bomber Command ‘1000+’ raid. In the subsequent operation against Bremen on 25 June 1942 the CO’s aircraft, Hudson AM606, failed to return; whether due to material failure or enemy action is not clear. In a letter to the CO’s widow, an Aldergrove source quotes eye witness accounts of the aircraft last seen close to Bremen descending in a steep but controlled turn. So did the crew complete their bombing run? Or were they out of action before reaching the target?

Wg Cdr Cooke’s body was recovered from the sea at Süderoogsand, North Frisian Isle, on 21 August 1942. He was buried originally in Old Church, Pellworm, near to the west coast of Schleswig-Holstein. Later he was re-interred in a military cemetery in Hamburg, Ohlsdorf. The latter is described as a huge but beautiful site and contains both Great War and World War 2 sections.

Of interest, the Air Ministry records describe Wg Cdr Cooke as a passenger on this fateful flight. His flight commander, Sqn Ldr CN Crook DFC, is quoted as the pilot, and therefore presumably the captain. Other crew members were: Plt Off JC Watson RCAF (Obs), together with Flt Sgts G McGlynn & RAW Hubbard (WOP/ AGs).

Bircham Newton Memorial Project – Update
We continue to support the Bircham Newton Memorial Project. In August the Association donated £75 to the Memorial Appeal. That fund surpassed its first target of £1000 and has also successfully achieved charitable status. The Project now has the backing of two distinguished patrons: Marshal of the RAF Sir Michael Beetham and Sir Michael Oswald.

The Heritage Room at Bircham Newton had its inaugural opening on 28 July and attracted a large number of visitors as well as local media interest. Among the visitors were three World War II veterans, including Association members Frank Goff and George Stibbons, and Mike Applegarth. Frank and George flew 206 Hudsons from Bircham and nearby Docking, while Mike serviced 42 Squadron Vildebeests. Sadly, George passed away shortly after this visit. The facility has since enjoyed several more visitors and open days – including Wings Appeal presentations, local ghost- busters checking
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on rumours of a haunted squash court, and the local council. The Room can be opened to visitors by prior arrangement. Any enquiries can be made to Neil Grant: email nggrant@waitrose.com or (T) 01485-601023. Looking ahead the Trustees are aiming for the Memorial dedication on 24 September 2006. It is hoped to arrange a flypast, perhaps the Battle of Britain Memorial Flight? Perhaps too this should be an occasion for a mini 206 reunion? We can discuss it at the AGM in May; let me know your thoughts.

Shackleton XF702 Crash Site

The Association was alerted a little while ago about a cairn that marks the site of the 206 Shackleton MR3 crash that has no identifying nor commemorative plaque. The site near Kinlochailort is in a largely un-accessed area but nevertheless caught the attention of the Moidart Local History Group that was kind enough to raise the issue through the Kinloss Station Commander. They believed that the cairn merited an identifying mark and the Association committee agree. It was my recollection that the site had been originally marked some time after the crash in December 1967. However, I have no concrete evidence to support that theory. Approaches have been made to the owner of the estate who is quite agreeable to a marker; and discussions with the planning authorities are ongoing as the subject of marking cairns in the Highlands is a sensitive one. The Moidart Group has been most helpful supplying information and photos of the site. A possible nearby rock face or the cairn itself appear to be suitable for fixing a marker. We hope to place the new marker at the end of next June – Scottish midges allowing! Any ideas for the design or fixings would be welcomed. Also, if anybody has evidence of previous marking that information would be most useful.
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The impact scar is still visible along with small fragments of wreckage below Creag Bhan, a short distance from the right of way between Arienskil and Meoble, at a height of about 900 feet. Members will recall that all thirteen crew died in this crash that was caused by severe icing and turbulence on a flight out of Kinloss. An identifying marker would be most fitting and appropriate I believe. 

Fortresses & Liberators in Coastal Command

A pair of magazine articles caught my attention that will be of interest to those with an eye for Coastal history in general or will strike a chord with ex-206 Squadron in particular. They were about the B24 Liberator and the B17 Fortress in RAF Coastal Command operations.

The first article appeared in a special edition of Flight Journal dated Fall 2005. This edition is dedicated to the memory of the Liberator with many chapters reminiscing over that aircraft’s wartime service, but of especial interest is the chapter “Sub Hunter Supreme – The Saga of Liberator AM929” written by Dr Alfred Price a well known aviation author.

Consolidated Liberator AM929 was the 25th and last of the original batch of aircraft ordered by the British Purchasing Comission in May 1941. After Boscombe Down testing and extensive modification at Scottish Aviation in Prestwick, AM929 emerged in RAF colours in July 1942 as a Liberator Mk 1. It was destined to participate in the Battle of the Atlantic with 120 Squadron starting its auspicious operational life at Ballykelly. It was clearly a “lucky” airframe, before being wrecked in a crash in Quebec. Its brilliant war record shows 60 operational missions and in 11 months, at the height of the Atlantic Battle, it sank 4 U-Boats and damaged a fifth; numerous other U-Boat sightings add to its sterling record. This record includes two of Sqn Ldr Terry Bulloch’s U-Boat kills.

This is an interesting read albeit a small snapshot of the Coastal Command story. Nevertheless, although the article concentrates on a fellow Coastal squadron, it will bring back many memories for all those who operated this aircraft. It is also splendid if unusual to find such prominence given to the Atlantic Battle especially in a US produced magazine.

The second article – in three parts – was carried in three successive editions of Air Enthusiast (Nos 116, 117, & 118 published respectively March through August 2005). It also follows the theme of American bombers obtained by the British Purchasing Commission and converted to Maritime patrol use in Coastal Command service. Robert Stitt authored the article entitled ‘Unsung Sentinels – Flying Fortresses in Coastal Command Service’. The contents of the articles will come as no surprise to some of our membership since the author acknowledges grateful assistance from so many familiar names from 206 past and present. 

The article provides great detail of the Fortress’ introduction to the RAF and to Coastal Command. It provides a comprehensive coverage of the aircrafts 13 months in operational service in the maritime role from July 1942 to August 1943. The story and personal anecdotes come from the history of mainly 206 & 220 Squadrons and their personnel. Its read will provoke a trip down memory lane for those veterans of Benbecula, St Eval and Lagens.

Back copies are easily obtained from Key Publishing: tel 01780-480404 or via the Internet at subs@keypublishing.com or www.airenthiusiast.com/ 

Can You Help?

The author of the Fortress article, Robert Stitt, has also been in contact with the Association to seek information about a Sgt J Hunt who survived the crash of Fortress FL454 at Benbecula on 6 October 1942. Apparently Sgt Hunt survived along with Sgt D Coutts, who was to perish in a later Fortress crash off Gibraltar. Robert Stitt can be contacted by email at robstitt@brookhouse.bc.ca or, if you already reside in Canada, his tel is (604)531-7589. The secretary has his full mailing address. 

A further request for help and information also concerns the Fortress period of 206 history: W/O Ronald Norman Stares, an air gunner, who was presumed killed in action January 1944 in a Fortress II FA705. At the time he was crewed with Flt Lt A Pinhorn and J Duncan (pilots) and based in Lagens, Azores. His nephew, John Ashdown, seeks any information, pictures, anecdotes or personal contacts. John can be contacted on john-marie@tiscali.co.uk or through the secretary.

Continuing the theme but a little earlier in 206 history is a request for information on Sgt James Steel who was a crew member (AG ?) of a Hudson that failed to return from patrol on or about 15 October 1940. A relative of Sgt Steel seeks any information of a personal or operational nature – over and above that contained in ‘Naught Escapes Us’. In particular, can anybody resolve the question of which Hudson crash Sgt Steel might have died in: N7362 (14 Oct) or T9303 (16 Oct)? Any information can be passed via the secretary or direct to David Cotterill at Coteril@aol.com 

Book Sales
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‘Parish’ Notices
St Eval Church

On 16 October 2005 the Coastal Command & Maritime Air Association (CCMAA) adopted St Eval Church as “Its Church” and spiritual headquarters. This adoption was moved because of the history and close association that St Eval and the Church has with Coastal Command. A Service was conducted to mark this occasion which was lead by The Venerable Brian Lucas CB, Archdeacon Emeritus of the RAF  together with the Rector of St Eval. The local congregation are to be thanked for allowing their Sunday service to be swamped by CCMAA members. A Coastal Command Book of Remembrance was placed in the church which is already home to many Coastal artefacts. The Service was well worth attending if for no other reason than to hear Brian Lucas’ sermon. Attendees of the Coastal Command Memorial dedication at Westminster Abbey will recall his lively and well crafted sermon there. Brian was the Station Padre (and St Eval Rector) at St Mawgan in his past RAF career and was thus well placed to know many Coastal Command and 18 Group personalities. Geof & Jill Lovegrove played leading roles in the Service itself and in the work leading up to adoption; they are to be congratulated for such splendid efforts.

Subscriptions

Members will recall that subscriptions were re-introduced as of 1 January this year with options for annual (£7) and life membership (£100 minus age); payment by cheque or SO. For those members paying annually, 2006 subs are due from 1 Jan next. There are some members who have yet to pay their 2005 subscriptions and they are requested to meet their dues. The Life option has proved to be the most popular: cheap and hassle-free.

Donations

The Association Funds has received a donation from Richard Thomas as a result of sales of his books at the last Reunion. He has very kindly offered to make further donations from future sales. His wartime trilogy of ‘Towards the Sun’, ‘Morning Grass’ & ‘Heat of the Day’ were reviewed in an earlier newsletter. Richard’s latest novel is reviewed in this newsletter together with details on how to contact him.

Someone to Watch Over Me

Jim Glazebrook informs me that over £3000 has been raised from sales of his book ‘Someone to Watch Over Me’ which was reviewed in a previous newsletter. All proceeds from sales go to the Mission Aviation Fellowship; Flying for Life – a UK charity that has been in operation for 50 years speeding physical and spiritual help to the world’s most isolated suffering people. Donations help to support a fleet of light aircraft that conduct mercy missions in the third world. Jim’s book is a great read and supports a worthy cause; copies are available still and make a small stocking filler.

Squadron Ties
The Association has a new stock of 206 Squadron ties that can be purchased from the secretary at £14 each inc p&p. Alternatively, if you wish to save on postage, ties can be purchased at the Reunion. The design is the familiar one of white octopi, in diagonal rows, on a dark blue background. They are made in a polyester-silk mix.

Useful Web Site

In a previous newsletter I alerted members who have internet access to the ‘British & Commonwealth Air Unit Register’. This title has been changed to ‘RAFRA – Royal Air Forces Register of Associations’, although the URL is unchanged at: www.associations.rafinfo.org.uk. This is a useful site for anybody trying to track down any RAF Associations and is still maintained by the secretary of 207 Sqn Assoc.

Lost Contacts

I am still seeking updates on the addresses or whereabouts of the following members/ last known location: Vivian Moore-Tabb/ Anchorage, Jon (Joe?) Fordham/ Delray Beach Florida, Steve Thomas/ Sultan of Brunei AF, & David Steer/ Forres. 

Any clues, to the secretary please.

                                                                                                                     






  To: Secretary No 206 Squadron Association (Address as Newsletter)  

Name(s): ………………………………………………………………………….

I/ We will/ will not be attending the 2006 Reunion Dinner & AGM

I/ We wish to be accommodated in the Horwood House Hotel

I/ We have following mobility problems: wheel chair/ impaired movement

I/ We have dietary considerations: None/ Vegetarian/ Vegan/ Nut/  Gluten free/ Shellfish/ Other

I/ We wish/ do not wish to join the visit to Bletchley Park Museum
I enclose payment for:

· Bletchley Park visit (entry & coach) @ £12 per person  ……... £

· Dinner & Meeting drinks (soft & alcohol) @ £12 per head ....  £
· Reunion Dinner                                      @ £30 each  ...………. £ -------
· Total Payment   …………………………………………………£ -------
Any other requirements or comments please add:                         
No 206 Squadron Association November 2005 Newsletter








Copies of ‘Naught Escapes Us’ are still available from David Emmerson or the secretary but stocks are reducing. Do not miss out, and remember it’s a great Christmas stocking filler.





Richard Thomas’ new novel ‘Not Without Honour’ has just been published. It tells the story of four families in the turbulent days of the English Civil War. In three sections, Against the King, To rue the Victory, and None that cried but dogs, it tells the effect of the wars upon the lives and livelihoods of these four families. Of the bitterness caused by divided allegiance; a tale of love and devotion, intrigue and treachery, witchcraft and murder. In 18 years the face of England and the way of life of its people was changed. This is the story of that change expressed through the hopes, aspirations and fears of those who lived at that time.





Author: R Thomas                                 Publisher:                                              Date:2005


Cost: £9.95 plus £1.75 p&p


Address: Flat 1, 36 Diamond St, Saltburn by the Sea, TS12 1EB or thomas870@aol.com





‘The Maw – Searching for Hudson Bombers’.  “the Hudson bomber,


a flawed aircraft”; “Silloth a Hudson death camp”; “ the Solway Firth, otherwise known as Hudson’s Bay!” Strong words, these quotes from Stevens’ book about the squadrons of fliers who went of to a World War in a modified passenger plane – the Lockheed 14 Super Electra. “This is the story of those young men who, too often were the victims of the Hudson itself, rather than the enemy”. Out of a rich collection of diaries, logbooks, letters and interviews, from a large cast of European & Commonwealth characters – including our colleague Gib Whittamore - we become privy to their thoughts, hopes, fears, loves and lives lost. This is a story of those who flew the Hudson and is both tragic history and human drama. The Hudson’s apparent poor flying record: from training difficulties, flying foibles to almost non existent crash survivability, is laid bare by these personal and intimate recollections woven together through the Atlantic, the North Sea and the “bloody” Med operations. The personal recollections are really what gives this book its appeal. Well worth the wait from the publishers.





Author: James R Stevens       Publisher: Trafford Publishing     Date: 2005


ISBN: 1-41206384-1                                                                          Cost: £14.41


Available (UK): � HYPERLINK "mailto:uk@trafford.com" ��uk@trafford.com� or (T) 01270-251396               plus P&P


                 (CA/US): � HYPERLINK "mailto:orders@trafford.com" ��orders@trafford.com� or 1-888-232-4444





‘The Rock & The Royal Air Force’ was written by Air Commodore Henry Probert a well known author of RAF history. It was written at the invitation of the Maritime Air Trust, which as you may know, was created four years ago to commemorate all who served with RAF Coastal Command and its successor formations. The printing and costs were borne by the Government of Gibraltar, but all proceeds go to the Maritime Air Trust. There is a paucity of detailed non-fiction covering the roles and operations of the RAF in Gibraltar, whether it covers the history of the airfield, the story of the aircraft who operated from there, the marine craft who supported training and operations, or the numerous personnel who knew The Rock from postings or blurred detachments. This small tome goes some way to re-dress that shortage of material; although for my taste it still does not fully redress the contribution made by 224 Squadron nor 1102 MCU. But then I’m biased.





Author: Henry Probert                                    Publisher: Gibraltar Books                  Date: 2005


Available from: Group Captain John Platt BA FRAeS RAF(Retd)


                            Executive Officer/ Maritime Air Trust


                            Fairfield, 44 Hastings Road, BATTLE, East Sussex TN33 0TE


Cost: £11 inc p&p (Cheques payable to: Maritime Air Trust)


Or, postage free, at the 206 Squadron Association Reunion





‘Ours to Hold – RAF Aldergrove at War 1939-1945’. More on this very readable story covering a small part of 206 history in the next newsletter!





Author: TG Docherty                  Publisher: ALD Design & Print              Date: Sep 2004


ISBN:    1-901587-46-0                                                                                     Cost: £14.95





206 ASSOCIATION REUNION & ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING





When?  Friday 12 May 2006 to 


                                    Sunday 14 May 2006





Where?  Horwood House Conference Centre, Little Horwood,


                  Milton Keynes, Buckinghamshire, MK17 0PH





Hotel Contacts?





Reservations Manager: Karen Ward





Tel:      01296 722100                     


Fax:     01296 722300


Web Site: � HYPERLINK "mailto:horwood@hayleycc.co.uk" ��horwood@hayleycc.co.uk�





NB. No need to call Hotel – pass needs direct to Secretary on tear off slip below. Sec will confirm reservations.





Hotel Costs?


Bed & Breakfast per night:


Double Occupancy: £75


Single Occupancy:  £40





Saturday Dinner: £30 each


Dinner Drinks: £12 each





Free: parking, swimming, sauna, gym, tennis court, garden walks.








What?  206 Squadron Association Reunion &


Annual General Meeting





Hotel Contacts?





Reservations Manager: Karen Ward





Tel:          01296 722100


Fax:        01296 722300


Web Site: � HYPERLINK "mailto:horwood@hayleycc.co.uk" ��horwood@hayleycc.co.uk�





NB. No need to call hotel – pass needs to Secretary on tear off slip below. Sec will confirm reservations.








