[image: image1.png]











               [image: image2.jpg]



President:   Air Commodore Bob Joseph CBE BSc RAF (Retd)

Chairman: Air Commodore Steve Skinner RAF (Retd)

Secretary:  Wing Commander Derek Straw MRAeS MRIN RAF (Retd)

Life Vice President: AVM David Emmerson CBE AFC RAF (Retd)

(e) derek.straw@which.net                                                                         Old Dominion House

                                                                                                                    Kent End

                                                                                                                    Ashton Keynes

(t) 01285-869437                                                                                        Wiltshire SN6 6PU
Dear Members,

After my criticisms in the last Newsletter it was heartening to see several tribute articles published to celebrate the 70th anniversary of RAF SAR. I was even happier to see that our 3-point turn coalition has delayed, for now, the privatisation of the SAR helicopter force. I wonder if it dawned on the Government that to make a Royal prince redundant before his flying career got going would not be such an astute move? 

From the Anson to A400M, the news snippets jump the aviation generations in this letter. Also carried are reports on the last Reunion & AGM  –  minutes included  –  an article on U-boat surrenders, an update from 206R Squadron together with news & parish notices.

Finally, on the last page, is a piece of apt doggerel attributed to 42 Squadron.

For me, the most important ‘Parish notice’ is the announcement of the Autumn Lunch on 19 November this year at the RAF Club. Full details are in a flier near the back of the letter. While you put this date in your diary, please add the dates of the next Reunion in your forward planner – 20-22 April 2012. Full details will be in the December Newsletter, but it is hoped to go to Coventry. No, not bare back horse riding, nor the silent treatment! But to see some Coastal Classics.

In a year when the UK has lost an important defence capability, and said ‘farewell’ to its Maritime Patrol Aircraft, I look with envy upon our allies and see them re-equipping or updating their patrol aircraft: the RNZAF has updated its P3C, the USN will be getting the new P-8, and the Canadian Forces will update their CP140 Aurora to Block 3 standard. I understand that many of our young maritime aircrew will be finding useful employment with these allied forces on the new airplanes. Let us hope that this ‘seedcorn’ (as the MoD is pleased to call it) will bear fruit back in UK soon. 

My best regards to all,

Derek Straw

AGM & REUNION 2011 

The 2011 AGM & Reunion weekend was held in Cambridge in mid April. An enthusiastic group of 35 Members and wives helped to make this a most enjoyable weekend, under the Chairmanship of Steve Skinner. The weather stayed reasonably kind to us and the programme went ahead without any major hiccups (being noticed). Friday afternoon saw a sedate beginning with cream teas on a River Camm cruise, followed by a less than sedate ‘meet n greet’.

        [image: image3.jpg]


                [image: image4.jpg]



On Saturday a short and comfortable mini coach journey took us to Duxford IWM. There was a great deal to see and long treks between hangars. But thanks to a few wheel chairs and the Duxford shuttle bus, everybody was able to see most of the exhibits. The Shackleton MR3 was looking a little sad, but it was a relief to see it under cover, where it’s deterioration could be contained. In contrast, many other exhibits looked very well cared for, especially in the American Air Museum.
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It would be difficult to choose between the aircraft in the American hall, dominated by the huge B-52, but perhaps for our membership, the B-24 and B-17 would be the ones to choose? A few weeks after our visit, the B-17 was removed from its display – minus wings – for renovation and a new coat of paint. We returned to the Cambridge Hotel in time for the AGM; the minutes of which are reproduced later in this letter. That evening we enjoyed a splendid dinner and were well entertained by the Chairman and David Fellowes. This occasion was also the inaugural launch of the latest item of Association merchandise – the Octopus Brooch (More of which later!) thanks to master salesman Colin Hughes. 
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Well done and thank you to all who attended and made it such an enjoyable occasion. Next year’s Reunion will be 20-22 April 2012. Remember, it’s your funds that subsidise these get-togethers. 

U-Boat Surrender

In the June 10 newsletter there was a review of a book about the surrender of U-Boats, or the Grey Wolves; ‘Naught Escapes Us’ also gives a flavour of 206 involvement into these events. Jack Frost has provided me with a more detailed version of his experience with the surrender of U-2326, a small type XVIII, coastal U-Boat.

Jack and his crew departed RAF Leuchars on 12 May 45 in Liberator ‘C’ tasked to search for a U-boat reportedly not obeying the surrender provisions of the Armistice. They carried a full war load. In the early dawn a radar contact was detected some 80 nms off the west coast of Denmark. It turned out to be a surfaced U-boat heading east. Only two crew were seen in the conning tower and no deck armament was visible; it was flying the black flag as required by the Armistice. The submarine crew did not  respond to light instructions to turn to the west, nor did the aircraft’s gunfire directed in its path have any effect, and even more un-nerving it ignored a DC dropped on its track. The only response was an aldis reply - “2326” - but no change of heading. After some time Jack’s radio operator managed to establish (MF) radio contact. In Jack’s words the WOP, “in an imperious manner”, repeated the order to the submarine to turn west. This elicited an immediate response, and the U-boat turned towards Dundee at about 12 knots. It had taken over four hours to achieve this result, and approaching PLE, Jack’s crew were relieved by a 547 Squadron aircraft. 

Bob Denwood, ex 547 Squadron, has since made contact with a technician from U-2326, who explained that their submarine had departed Stavanger in early May with orders to attack shipping in the Firth of Forth. Fortunately 2326 received the order from Admiral Doenitz on 8 May (originated 4 May) to cease hostilities and return to base. The 13 man crew agreed to sail to Kiel, rather than return to Stavanger, or go to an allied port. They reasoned this move would better enable them to help their families, thus accounting for their stubborn refusal to do an ‘about turn’ for Jack Frost. 

2326 reached Dundee on 14 May where it was disarmed, then escorted to the Kyle of Lochalsh. The U-boat crew were to be returned to Germany. The submarine continued in service as HM Sub N35, and was then given to the French navy as a spoil of war (not a big recompense for Oran!). Unfortunately, it sank off Toulon with all hands on 6 Dec 46.

‘Naught Escapes Us’ also provides an insight into Jim Glazebrook’s account of U-1231 surrendering. Jim had to threaten a DC attack before the U-boat reluctantly surfaced, whence the German crew gave the aircraft a nazi salute. Jim’s gunner offered to reply with bullets, but Jim restrained him!
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Book Reviews 

Many of you will recall Richard Thomas (MA Cantab, AA (Dipl), MRSL), one of several authors that the Association can boast, who some time ago offered to donate a percentage from his book sales to Association funds. The Association gratefully acknowledges Richard’s recent, very generous donation of £50. Richard has written several novels and articles, some previously reviewed and extracts printed in Association Newsletters, and I am pleased to advertise his full list of writings here. 

Novels:

Towards the Sun, Morning Grass, & The Heat of the Day – A WWII Trilogy 

Out from the Darkness

Not Without Honour

Chiaroscuro – A series of short Stories

Articles:

From Perspiration to Selling, Easter, Coronation Day – 2 June 1953, Writing for Pleasure, 

A Heart Needs Tender loving Care, Gigli – A Memoire, An African Adventure, Songs from the Wars,  Thoughts Stirred by a Wartime Flyer’s Logbook,  More Thoughts …, & Final Thoughts …

Shakespeare’s Seven Ages of Man, Music that Lasts a Lifetime, Great Performances 1,2 & 3,

Places & People 1 thro’ 10, The Yorkshire Dales, The Somme, Heroes of my Youth.  

Should anybody wish to obtain more details of Richard’s works, he can be contacted at thomas80786@aol.com or his address can be obtained from the secretary. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Association Member Peter Gunn is also well known for his aviation writings, and especially for Naught Escapes Us – The History of No206 Squadron. I now have only two copies of this hard backed version available for sale. Their rarity value may make them worthy of an ebay sale? Because stocks have dwindled, thoughts have turned to a re-print of this excellent tome. Ideas are still at an early stage. But if a re-print does go ahead, there will be an opportunity to bring the history up to date and to correct any minor errors or omissions in the existing text. Association members, ex Squadron personnel and current 206(R) Historians will be asked to contribute additions and amendments. Examine your memories and sharpen your pencils; the December Newsletter will carry an update to this project.           [image: image10.jpg]NEW BOOK!

Airmen’s true life stories set against a Norfolk background:

+  Escapades of the early pioneers
and Great War heroes FLYING LIVES
« Thrills and spills of the circus flyers with a Norfolk Theme

« Inspiring and gripping stories about
airmen from World War Two to the
present.

And much more...
Paperback, A5 format, 176pp,
90+ illustrations inc. 19 colour
Price £12-99
ISBN 978-0-9542770-1-7

www.peterbgunnbooks.co.uk
A percentage of the profits from

the sales of this book will be donated o
to East Anglian Air Ambulance. it et





News Items
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Congratulations to Bill Reid and RR Aviation Ltd of Nelson, New Zealand for a superb piece of restoration and engineering. Watch the aviation press for news of the first flight of ‘K6183’.

Association Merchandise

An exciting new item has been added to the Association’s merchandise list: Available, now are Silver Octopus Brooches; they can also serve as tie pins. A ‘His n Hers’ statement? These brooches, the size of a 10p piece, were designed and hand made by Hélène Morey in hall marked sterling silver. They are a stunning replica of our Squadron badge and come in a presentation case. A bargain!
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Departed, Newly Joined & Missing
With sorrow & regret we announce the passing of the following Members:

Mrs Violet Harris, died December 2010, Eccles, Ground Photographer 44-45

Vivian Moore-Tabb, died December 2010, Leigh on Sea, Signaller. Shackletons 55-57

George Hart died April 2011, Plymouth, Engine Fitter, Shackleton 55-57

Leslie Hird died July 2010, Ontario, WAG, Liberator 43-45

Also, non Member, but a clearly distinguished 206 Old Boy:

Ian Samuel CVO CMG died December 2010, Pilot, Fotress & Liberators 43-45

RIP

The Association warmly welcomes new Members:

Lew Parry, Navigator, Shackleton 73-76

Hector Hillman, Navigator, Nimrod 82-88, 91-94

Vish Deepan, AEO, Nimrod 73-76

Information on the whereabouts of the following Members would be appreciated

Martin Tucker, Russell Smith

Report from OC 206R Squadron
We have a shiny new big aircraft on our pan – the Future Strategic Tanking Aircraft.  It’s an Airbus A330 airliner, converted to the tanking role.  Unfortunately, we’re not allowed to fly it because Airbus are nervous about what we might say about it!  We have the same problem with the Airbus A400M.  I’m rather hoping that this will be resolved soon, so that we can do our part to ensure that the Royal Air Force gets aircraft that are as capable as possible.

Following on the theme of shiny new things, B Flight has moved from shabby portakabins at RAF Lyneham into shiny new offices at RAF Brize Norton.  Like any move, it has had its moments.  Offices that looked really big suddenly look really small when you put your furniture in (does that sound familiar?).  The chaps have done really well, however, because they have had to effect this move against the backdrop of a busy period of activity.  For the Hercules world continues to be the area of highest intensity for us.  Operations in Afghanistan and Libya drive ever-evolving requirements for new capabilities and that means ever-increasing numbers of trials for us.

Since I last wrote we have also provided a VC-10 tanker to the A400M programme.  The aircraft deployed to Airbus’ flight test centre in Toulouse for the A400M to make its first attempts at Air-to-Air Refuelling.  It did not go swimmingly, but that is why we flight test, and they’ll no doubt be back for more after a period of analysis and control law re-design.

Finally, and probably of most interest to a maritime crowd, the RAF has put out a request for volunteers to work with the US Navy and RNZAF as exchange personnel on the P-3 fleets.  The idea is for the RAF to retain a ‘seedcorn’ of maritime expertise.  Added to that, a naughty rumour has been spread by a Scottish newspaper that the MoD is considering buying the Boeing P-8 MPA.  Hang on, Nimrod cancelled, buying Boeing; haven’t we been here before?

Yours aye,  S-D

PS Please see item 6 in the AGM minutes below. There may be a stag Dining –in Night in the autumn (date tbd). Even if you thought you gave the Sec your name at the AGM, as interested, please let Sec know again. He was too busy selling brooches to write down the names! Sorry. Secretary.

MINUTES OF THE 21st ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE 206 SQUADRON ASSOCIATION HELD AT THE GONVILLE  HOTEL, CAMBRIDGE,  18 APRIL 2011 
Present: Air Cdre Steve Skinner RAF Retd                                Chairman

               Wg Cdr Derek Straw RAF Retd                                   Sec/ Treas

ITEM 1. WELCOME & APOLOGIES 

The Chairman, welcomed those 17 Members present to his first chairing of a 206 Squadron Association AGM, and accepted the apologies of those 21 listed below..
ITEM 2, MINUTES OF THE 20th AGM
The minutes of the 20th AGM held at Marsh Farm Hotel, Wootton Bassett were agreed without amendment. 

Proposed by: David Fellowes            Seconded by: Jack Farley                Carried unanimously

ITEM 3. MATTERS ARISING

There were no matters arising, except for those that would be addressed in later items. 

ITEM 4. APPROVAL OF THE ACCOUNTS FOR 2010

The Sec/ Treasurer presented the 2010 accounts opining the position was much as last year. He stated that at the end of 2010, the Association was solvent with  £7296, of which £7000 was in an interest bearing account. The small operating loss in 2010 repeated the 2009 situation of increasing newsletter costs (postage, printing) combined with reducing income. The importance of yet more membership recruiting was stressed, for the benefit of both the Association’s finances and support.  Greater use of the internet to distribute newsletters was debated again and will be progressed. Acceptance of the accounts was proposed.

Proposed by: Tony Wyatt                 Seconded by: Tony Dear                    Carried unanimously

ITEM 5. RE-ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN (FORMALISE)

Air Commodore Steve Skinner RAF Retd agreed last May to fill the post of Chairman vacated by AVM Stu Butler at the last AGM. The AGM was asked to ratify his Chairmanship.

Proposed by: Geoff North                  Seconded by: David Emmerson        Carried Unanimously

ITEM 6. 206R UPDATE

Unfortunately there was nobody present from 206R Squadron. However, the Secretary had been in recent contact with the OC and gave a short statement of that exchange which concerned in the main Squadron memorabilia. The Sec also reported that OC 206R had asked whether Association members would be interested in attending the Squadron’s dining in nights. There was a positive response from the AGM and several members indicated their wish to be placed on a list of volunteers. The Sec will forward that list to the Squadron in due course after the offer has been further advertised in the next Newsletter.

(It will be necessary to clarify dates, and whether the occasion would be Ladies Night or Dining-ins.)

ITEM 7. SOCIAL PROGRAMME

Attendances at the Association functions had been down recently and it was stressed that new ideas would be welcome especially if the old formats were thought to be stale. The meeting seemed content with current formats. Extra numbers are always to be desired as it makes each function cheaper per head, and allows more members to enjoy the subsidy from Association funds.

a. November Lunch.  Although the Autumn Lunch at the Farmers’ Club last November was deemed a success, it was agreed to alternate venues between the RAF Club and the Farmers’ Club for the foreseeable and practicable future. Hence the Autumn 2011 Lunch will be held on 19 November 2011 at the RAF Club.  Details would be published in the next Newsletter. 
b. 2012 Weekend Reunion & AGM. To avoid Bank Holidays in Apr/ May 2012, the Sec proposed that the next Reunion and AGM would be 20-22 April 2012. The venue is still to be finalised but a visit to Coventry Airport and it’s (maritime influenced) museums is favourite for the visit. Full details will be published in the Dec 11 Newsletter, but recommendations for hotels would be welcomed by the Secretary.
ITEM 8. CONSTITUTION CHANGES

The Secretary pointed out that the current Constitution requires minimal ‘word-smithing’ to update it to place the position of Associate Membership  in a more formal context. It was pointed out that Associates would pay subscriptions at the same rate as Full members and would have voting rights at AGMs. A question about Honorary membership status was raised and the Secretary agreed to look at the Constitution to resolve any ambiguities or questions; if necessary the Constitution can be amended to include Honoraries if & when required.

ITEM 9.

The AGM was reminded of recent publications by Association authors (Gunn & Stitt particularly). A big ‘thank you’ was proffered to Colin Hughes who had enlisted the help of his niece (a jewellery designer) to produce a sterling silver ‘Octopus’ brooch (or tie pin!) for sale through the Association. This lovely piece of jewellery will be more widely advertised in future Newsletters. If sales are robust enough, then some small profits should accrue to Association funds in the future. 

The Sec also mooted the idea of an Association calendar for 2012. This idea was well received, and the Sec will look at the need to request copyright of individuals’ photos, or commission special paintings, to illustrate such a calendar. 

ITEM 10. KINLOSS SITREP.


By now most people are ware of the run down and closure of RAF Kinloss. The Association’s concern in this sad affair is particularly centred on the movement and cataloguing of 206 Squadron memorabilia. The Secretary reported a very helpful exchange with the Kinloss Station historian who had identified  many ex 206 Squadron items which have been sent to 206R. It was pointed out that these items, including any donated by the Association, were the property and responsibility of 206R Squadron now. As an Association we will continue to liaise with 206R and in the event that they are unable to display, or no longer want items, we will advise on their return or loan/ gifting to suitable museums. The emphasis would be on the display of these items rather their storage. (The Sec & Chairman will arrange to visit 206R when convenient to discuss these issues more with OC 206R and his historian.)

ITEM 11. 

John Lowe provided an update about his 206 Squadron website and recent changes that highlight the Association. Discussions continue about the possibility of using the site to distribute future newsletters; for the moment they are filed on the site but are password protected. 

AOB

David Emmerson raised the issue of future attendances and Association membership numbers and whether the decline in both was inevitable in the short/ medium term and therefore whether an amalgamation might be necessary with other Associations. This idea has been raised before, and as on this occasion was not fully subscribed to. Such a move may well be inevitable but it was seen as more a medium/ longer term problem.

David also advised the AGM about a potential new book on ‘The Nimrod’ being authored by Mr Tony Blackburn (an ex test pilot and author, not the DJ!) Individuals may be approached to contribute material.

David Fellowes kindly proposed a vote of thanks to the committee for all their work on behalf of the Association. This was unanimously agreed for which the committee express their profound thanks.
There being no further business the chairman closed the meeting.
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If you wish to attend the 206 Squadron Association Lunch on 19 November 2011 please complete the form below and return to the Secretary with cheque for £35 pp (payable to ‘206 Squadron Association’) by 31 October 2011. 

I/We will be attending the Lunch …………………………………………..

                                                      …………………………………………..

                                                      …………………………………………..                                     

                                                      …………………………………………..                  

I enclose £ …………………… 

If anybody wishes to be accommodated at the RAF Club and needs to be sponsored please contact the secretary separately. 

Maritime Down the Tubes

End of an Era

We gather in these hallowed halls and remember times now past

The laughs we shared, and the gallant deeds; but now the die is cast.

For the MOD and Air Command and a government coalition,

Has axed our fleet and closed our base, but will rue this daft decision.

For it makes no sense to us at all, for on this island nation.

No long range airborne maritime force is a military abomination.

But we should not lie and lick our wounds, and fade into the night.

For what the Nation needs of us, is that we may serve her right.

It is to celebrate our glorious past, and all that we we've endured.

For overland, and overseas we kept this land secured.

And remember all of those who came, and ran with us this course,

All those who served and those who died, with honour on this force.

Though politics and budget cuts have torn this fleet asunder,

We'll fondly bid farewell Kinloss, and to the mighty hunter.

And tirelessly we'll work away, with emotional reserves.

To close her down with dignity: it's the least that she deserves.

The die is cast; the decision made; 'twas others who sealed our fate.

They'll come to rue their big mistake, but sadly all too late.

So we'll say to those in their ivory towers, who presided o'er this farce.

Ye can take yer Strategic Defence Review and shove it up yer *rse.

Anon

RIP

RAF Kinloss

120 Squadron, 201 Squadron & 42 ® Squadron

Rise Again

No 206 Squadron Association


Newsletter – June 2011





Remember too, Peter’s latest book  “Flying Lives with a Norfolk Theme”  is available through Peter on 01485-518775 or  � HYPERLINK "mailto:mail@petergunnbooks.co.uk" ��mail@petergunnbooks.co.uk� 





Price £12.99 plus £1.30 p&p with a percentage of profits donated to East Anglian Air Ambulance.





What?  


      206 Squadron Association Lunch


When?


              19 November 2011


Where?


             Royal Air Force Club


Who?


All Members of Association & 206(R) Squadron, past members of 206 Squadron plus partners & guests.


How Much?


              £35 pp inc wine


Dress?


             Jacket & Tie


Timings?


             1200 - Cash Bar available


             1300 – Lunch


Guest Speaker?


             206R Test Pilot





Here are the latest photos from New Zealand member, Reg Turner, of Anson Mk 1 - K6183, restored in 206 Squadron colours. 


Below left, in wraps, can be seen the next project – a Hudson. Below right: Reg enjoys the thrill of this immaculate Anson. 





Silver Octopus Brooches are available from the Secretary for £22 each, or £40 a pair (inc P&P). For Postage outside Europe: please add an extra £1. Cheques are payable to ‘206 Squadron Association’. 





For the future: an Association Calendar is being prepared that will feature a number of 206 & 206R Squadron aircraft in events reflecting Squadron History. More details, including price, will be released in the December Newsletter.





The photo left, courtesy of the then Liverpool Evening Express, shows a  surrendered U-boat arriving at Liverpool, near to CinC Western Approaches HQ, on 17 May 45.





This U-boat originally surrendered in the vicinity of Iceland. As she entered Liverpool waters she was wearing the white ensign of the RN, vice the black flag of surrender.





This photo was part of a souvenir pampklet coutesy of Flag Officer Liverpool








